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355 E Hancock Avenue

Athens, GA 30601 USDA Service Centers across the country, are hearing from people

who are interested in more space and working the land and we

want to let you know we can help. Are you new to farming because

Phone: 706-546-2266 of the pandemic? USDA can help you get started in farming — on

Fax: 855-409-5735 everything from helping you register your farm to getting financial
assistance and advice.

www.fsa.usda.gov/ga

Get Started with USDA
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Director: First, you want to make sure your farm is registered. If you

Dianne R. Westmoreland purchased land, it might already be established with USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA) with a farm number on file. If not, FSA can
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To obtain a farm number, you will bring an official tax ID (Social
Security number or an employer ID) and a property deed. If you do
not own the land, bring a lease agreement to your FSA
representative to show you have control of the property. If your
operation is incorporated or an entity, you may also need to provide
proof that you have signature authority and the legal ability to enter
into contracts with USDA.

Access to Capital

USDA can provide access to capital through its farm loans, which is
a great resource when producers are not able to get a loan from a
traditional lender. Loans can help with purchasing land or
equipment or with operating costs, and FSA even offers
microloans, which are especially popular among producers with
smaller farms. For more information, check out our Farm Loan

Discovery Tool.

Conservation Practices

We can help you make conservation improvements to your farm,
which are good for your bottom line and your operation. We

will help you develop a conservation plan and apply for financial
assistance that will cover the bulk of the costs for implementing. To
learn more about some of the conservation practices that we help
producers with, check out our Conservation at Work Video Series.

If you purchase land, and you do not want to farm all of it, you can
look at either a conservation easement or managing for native
shrubs and grasses through either the Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program (ACEP) or Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP). Easements are long-term, while a CRP contract is 10-15
years. These are good options for land that is not optimal for
production or sensitive lands like wetlands and grasslands.

Additional Resources

Depending on your farm, you may want to look at crop insurance.
The USDA'’s Risk Management Agency provides crop insurance to
help you manage risks on your farm. There are many types of
insurance products available for a wide variety of production
practices, including organic and sustainable agriculture.

Your local communities also have great resources for farmers
including conservation districts, Rural Development, cooperative
extensions, and different farming groups. To get started with USDA,
contact your local USDA Service Center.
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USDA Supports Military Veteran’s Transition to Farming
Are you a military veteran interested in farming? USDA offers resources to help you:

e Fund Your Operation: USDA’s Farm Service Agency offers a variety of funding
opportunities to help agricultural producers finance their businesses. Certain funds are
targeted for veterans and beginning farmers and ranchers.

e Conserve Natural Resources: USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service
offers conservation programs and expert one-on-one technical assistance to strengthen
agricultural operations now and into the future. Veterans may be eligible for a cost share of
up to 90 percent and advance payments of up to 50 percent to cover certain conservation
practices.

e Manage Risks: USDA is here to help you prepare for and recover from the unexpected.
Veterans who are beginning farmers may be eligible for reduced premiums, application fee
waivers, increased insurance coverage, and other incentives for multiple USDA programs
that support risk management.

USDA wants to ensure that veterans transitioning to agriculture have the resources needed to
succeed. While USDA offices are currently closed to visitors because of the pandemic, Service
Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. To
conduct business, please contact your local USDA Service Center. Additionally, more information
related to USDA'’s response and relief for producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. If you
are a new farmer, you can also reach out to your state Beginning Farmer and Rancher Coordinator.

USDA Extends General Signup for Conservation Reserve
Program

The USDA is extending the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General Signup period, which
had previously been announced as ending on February 12, 2021. USDA will continue to accept
offers as it takes this opportunity for the incoming Administration to evaluate ways to increase
enrollment. Under the previous Administration, incentives and rental payment rates were reduced
resulting in an enrollment shortfall of over 4 million acres. The program, administered by USDA’s
Farm Service Agency (FSA), provides annual rental payments for 10 to 15 years for land devoted to
conservation purposes, as well as other types of payments. Before the General CRP Signup period
ends, producers will have the opportunity to adjust or resubmit their offers to take advantage of
planned improvements to the program.

This signup for CRP gives producers an opportunity to enroll land for the first time or re-enroll land
under existing contracts that will be expiring September 30, 2021. All interested producers, including
those on Indian reservations and with trust lands, are encouraged to contact their local USDA
Service Center for more information.

USDA Offers New Forest Management Incentive for
Conservation Reserve Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is making available $12 million for use in making
payments to forest landowners with land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) in
exchange for their implementing healthy forest management practices. Existing CRP participants
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can now sign up for the Forest Management Incentive (FMI), which provides financial incentives to
landowners with land in CRP to encourage proper tree thinning and other practices.

Right now, less than 10% of land currently enrolled in CRP is dedicated to forestland. But, these
nearly 2 million acres of CRP forestland, if properly managed, can have enormous benefits for
natural resources by reducing soil erosion, protecting water quality, increasing water quantity, and
diversifying local farm operations and rural economies.

Only landowners and agricultural producers with active CRP contracts involving forest cover can
enroll. However, this does not include active CRP contracts that expire within two years. Existing
CRP participants interested in tree thinning and prescribed burning must comply with the standards
and specifications established in their CRP contract.

CRP participants will receive the incentive payment once tree thinning and/or other authorized
forest management practices are completed.

The incentive payment is the lower of:

e The actual cost of completing the practice; or
o 75% of the payment rate offered by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCYS) if the practice is offered through NRCS conservation programs.

CRP signup is currently open. FSA will announce deadline later this year. Interested producers
should contact their local FSA County Office.

Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, Veteran or
Underserved Farmers and Ranchers

CRP contract holders are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
acres to beginning, veteran or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers through the Transition
Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the landowner or operator for up
to two additional years after the CRP contract expires.

CRP contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition their
land. TIP participants must agree to sell, have a contract to sell, or agree to lease long term (at least
five years) land enrolled in an expiring CRP contract to a beginning, veteran, or socially
disadvantaged farmer or rancher who is not a family member.

Beginning, veteran or socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and CRP participants may enroll
in TIP beginning two years before the expiration date of the CRP contract. The TIP application must
be submitted prior to completing the lease or sale of the affected lands. New landowners or renters
that return the land to production must use sustainable grazing or farming methods.

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center by calling the State Office at
706-546-2266 or visit fsa.usda.gov.
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USDA Reminds Producers to Complete Crop Acreage
Reports

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers in Georgia counties to
complete crop acreage reports by the crop acreage reporting deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Georgia counties:
March 15, 2021 Cabbage (planted 10/1-2/20), Pecans
May 15, 2021 Sweet Corn (planted 8/26-5/15), Tobacco,

Tomatoes (planted 8/16-4/5)

July 15, 2021 All other crops, Perennial Forage
August 15, 2021 Tomatoes (planted 7/1-8/15)
September 15, 2021 Sweet Corn (planted 7/15-8/25)
October 15, 2021 Cabbage (planted 7/16-9/30)

To complete your acreage report, please call your local County FSA Office to schedule an
appointment. FSA can work with producers to file timely acreage reports by phone, email, as well as
by appointment in person.

The local County FSA Office will provide maps to producers along with instructions for completing
and returning the maps through either mail or email. After planting is complete, producers must
return the signed form certifying their acreage report to the FSA office through mail or email by
acreage reporting deadline.

The following exception applies to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policyholders should note that
the acreage reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed
above or 15 days after the approved final planting date for the specific crop.

For questions, please call your local County FSA Office.
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Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that
Fit Their Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmgers.gov to find information
on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan
staff to better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow.
After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals,
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA Service Center visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund_and clicking the
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not
work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and
manage accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and
alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can
help their operation recover from natural disasters.
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For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center by calling the State Office
at 706-546-2266 or visit farmers.gov.

Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with
Real Estate Security

Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm Service Agency (FSA)

direct or guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining loan collateral. Borrowers must obtain
prior consent or approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for any transaction that affects real
estate security. These transactions include, but are not limited to:

Leases of any kind
Easements of any kind
Subordinations

Partial releases

Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other
security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current and
future loans.

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or
guaranteed lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower
responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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